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[Abstract]

A Preliminary Study on Systematization of Water Law

Kim, Sung Soo / Kang, lishin
(Professor, Yonsei Law School /

Research Professor, Institute for Legal Studies Yonsei University)

The use and protection of water as a source of life activity and production
activity are key issues where people organize life socially. Accordingly, every
cultural area has a norm regarding use and protection of water in any form.
In this sense, water law is one of the oldest areas of law in the legal history
that has developed along with human history. Nonetheless, water law is not
widely studied. This article aims to examine the possibility of establishing
water law study as an independent legal division that studies legal
phenomenon, legal principle and legal system related to the use and protection
of water. The conceptualization of water law system is to arrange issues and
tasks of water law systematically through unified and coherent principles. The
traditional tasks of water law include use and protection of water, while
contemporary tasks include development of a good water government system.
Whereas the former is an issue of substantial laws, the latter is on procedural
law and organizational law. This article examines the global water
management trends and the command of the Constitution and suggests basic
principles of water law. On this basis, water law is reclassified into possession
system, use system, protection system, and supply system of water. Despite
the key role of water in terms of life maintenance and production activity,
the systematization work of water law has been relatively slow and segmental.
Therefore, this article is significant as it illuminated the ideal of water law

by establishing a unified perspective and rearranged the tasks of water law.
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